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Dear Fellow Citizens, 

As is the Town’s longstanding policy, the annual budget process begins in January of each year. 

Department heads receive informational guidelines and are directed to use the zero-based methodology 

when creating the budget. This process starts with each department having a budget of zero dollars and 

must support each request for an appropriation. The process requires the department head to evaluate 

how best to deliver services to the residents and adhere to the ever-increasing unfunded mandates of the 

Commonwealth. A cost is then assigned to each activity and/or project. The zero-based budgeting process 

enables the Board of Selectmen and the Finance Committee to have a clear vision of how the requested 

appropriation will be spent and the benefit the activity brings to the taxpayer. Each year brings new 

complexities and new opportunities. Providing meaningful services, at a reasonable cost, to the taxpayer 

requires all of us to explore alternatives to streamline processes and to constantly question the “we’ve 

always done it that way” mentality. The zero-based budgeting process requires participants to ask 

questions, evaluate options, and make decisions. This is a collaborative process and the Board of 

Selectmen want to acknowledge and thank everyone who contributes to the final product. 

The FY2020 Town Budget seeks an additional $433,313 to fund its operations, which represents a 4.4% 

increase over the FY2019 Budget. The largest increases in the budget are related to pension costs 

($161,000); Town Counsel ($56,000); Snow Removal ($50,000), and the addition of a part time Facility 

Manager ($26,000). The increase in pension expense is due to a change in the allocation methodology used 

by Bristol County Retirement System and is out of the Town’s control. The increases in the Town 

Counsel and Snow Removal lines were made to more accurately reflect yearly expenditures. The addition 

of a part time Facility Manager is to ensure the Town’s aging infrastructure is inspected regularly, 

preventive maintenance of systems occurs, needed repairs are scheduled, and quality control activities are 

carried out.  Adjusting for these four lines, the Town Budget increased $140,313; or +1.4%. 

You will also notice there is no request for Capital Items contained in the Town’s FY2020 plan, as was the 

commitment of the Board of Selectmen when the Town voted to address capital needs at the Special Town 

Meeting in October, 2019. Other repairs and improvements have been made utilizing funds appropriated 

in the FY2019 Town Operating Budget.  

The Board of Selectmen, in conjunction with the Finance Committee, will be hosting an informational 

session to discuss and answer questions related to the FY2020 Budget, and Articles appearing on both the 

Special and Annual Town Meeting Warrants. The session is scheduled for Thursday, May 2 at 7:00 PM at 

the COA Building, 55 Bay State Road. The session will also be carried live on Channel 9 and can be 

accessed at your convenience by visiting the Home Page of rehobothtv.org and clicking on the FY20 

Budget and Warrant Discussion. 

The Board of Selectmen urges all voters to become fully informed and participate in the Special and 

Annual Town Meetings. The meetings will be held on Monday, May 13 beginning at 7:00 PM in the 

Dighton Rehoboth Regional High School Auditorium. 

Respectfully submitted, 

REHOBOTH BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Board of Selectmen 

148 Peck Street 

Rehoboth, MA 02769 
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Fellow Citizens of Rehoboth,                                                                                       Finance Committee 

The FY20 budget articles placed before you represent a cumulative effort of hundreds of hours of work product 
between members of the Finance Committee, the Board of Selectmen, and the department heads in Town 

government. We painstakingly go through each budget’s line items, using a zero-based budgeting approach, to 
craft the Town’s budget with as little waste as possible. We do not simply take last year’s budget and add 

money on top of it. 

Town government expenses have increased by 4.4% this year compared to last. As the Selectmen indicate in 
their letter, the principal drivers of this increase were four items and they and the reason for their increases 

need not bear repeating in this letter. Without these extraordinary and long overdue adjustments, town 
government expenses would have only increased a nominal 1.4% percentage over last year. I do wish to 

highlight this important fact as it is a testament to the efforts the department heads go through in order to 
regulate the spending in Town government while providing you the quality service you expect. 

One budget the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee have no editorial oversight over is the DR Regional 

School District budget. That budget is controlled by the regional school committee and they provide the Town 
with an annual “assessment” (noted in Article 3) which pays for the regional school system to provide 

educational services to Rehoboth’s children.  
Despite our best efforts to limit the Town’s spending, once again this year the town is faced with a Proposition 2 

½ override to fully fund the budget request from the DR Regional School District. As has been the case for the 

majority of this decade, the annual increase in the regional school district’s budget far exceeds the Town’s 
ability to raise additional revenue within its annual levy limit.  

As of the writing of this letter, the year-over-year increase in the regional school assessment is $1.82m dollars. 
The DR Regional School District’s request includes not only a state-mandated increase of $470k, but also 

includes an above-state-mandated-spending request of $4.2m (a $1m increase over last year’s $3.2m above-
state-mandated-spending request which necessitated the override in order to fund.) Even with the substantial 

tax increase of approximately 10% from last year’s override, we still find our self “short” $808,842 to fully fund 

the request from the regional school system for the fiscal year starting July 2019. 
The charge of the Finance Committee is to present you with a balanced budget at Town meeting, and the 

recommendations made per the “Consolidated” budget sheet and reflected in Articles 2, 3, 4 and 5 on the 
Annual Town Meeting warrant do so.  

For the coming fiscal year (starting July 1st), the town expects to raise $1.477 million in additional revenue; 

about $29.8m overall after state, county and other deductions. Of the total revenue the town expects to see in 
FY20, the town budget represents 34.3% of that total revenue. Educational services from outside vendors (DR, 

BP Voc and Bristol Aggie – the town does not have its own school department) represents 65.7%. You can see 
a breakdown on the aforementioned “Consolidated” page.  

Of the $1.477m in additional revenue we expect to receive, we allocated 29.32% to the town. The remaining 

70.68% goes to education. This seemed a fair “split” given that the percentages were relatively close to the 
town/education split in overall spending (34.3% to 65.7%). So, of our $1.477m in additional revenue, $433k 

would be used for town services and the remaining $1.044m for education. Hence we recommend that 
residents pass an appropriation of $18,970,859 for fund the DR regional school system rather than their 

requested $19,779,701. 
In order to restore funding to the full amount requested by the DR regional school district, an operational 

override of Proposition 2 ½ in the amount of $808,842 would be necessary. The Finance Committee does not 

provide a recommendation for or against this override – we merely state the facts: DR’s funding request cannot 
be met within our current levy limit and revenue sources.  

Municipal finance is a somewhat “dry” (and even confusing) topic, and I’ve thrown a lot of numbers and figures 
out to you in this letter. If you would like to learn more about the town’s budget, the revenue we expect to 

raise, and how we use your tax dollars to pay for the services you expect, please attend the annual Financial 

Summit at the COA. The Selectmen have scheduled this years’ Summit on May 2nd. During this summit, we will 
review our revenue sources in greater detail and discuss the town budget and regional school appropriations in 

greater depth. We will also review the other articles on the warrant. I highly encourage you to attend in person 
and learn how your town government is funded and how your tax dollars are spent in order to provide you with 

essential services. Residents are always welcome to contact me directly with any questions, either by telephone 
or electronic mail. 

Respectfully, 

For the Rehoboth Finance Committee 

Michael P. Deignan, Chairman                 

Tel: 401-556-5062       email: michael.p.deignan@gmail.com  



  
Page 7 

 
  

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS    

Town of Rehoboth 

Bristol, ss 

 

To any of the Constables of the Town of Rehoboth 

 

Greetings: 

 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are required to notify and warn the 

inhabitants of the Town aforesaid who are qualified to vote in Elections and Town Affairs, therein, to 

meet in the Dighton Rehoboth Regional High School, on Monday, May 13, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. to act on 

the following Special Town Meeting articles: 

 
ARTICLE 1:   FISCAL YEAR 2019 AMENDED BUDGET          

SUBMITTED BY:  BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds such sums of 

money as may be necessary to defray the expenses of the Town by amending the 2019 fiscal year’s 

budget as follows, and make all appropriations therefore, or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

AMOUNT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION INTO LINE # 

$41,660.58 Special Town Counsel – KP Law 015513-53069 

$9,197.15 Special Town Counsel – Davis Malm & D’Agostine, PC 015513-53069 

 

___Approve ___Disapprove  Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

                                                                                                     Source of Funds:   Free Cash 

Comments: (1) Final KP Law invoices for legal services connected to protracted litigation brought to 

a close in November 2018. (2) Special Counsel hired to assist with Union grievance.   

 

ARTICLE 2:  BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE PAYMENT 

SUBMITTED BY:  TREASURER 

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $93,436.00 from the Solar Revenue Fund for the annual 

payment of principal and interest on the Bond Anticipation Note for the 2018 purchase of 2 South Old 

Anawan Street. 

___Approved ___Disapproved Finance Committee Recommendation: Approval 

                                                                                                Source of Funds: Solar Revenue Fund 

 

Comments:  The Town acquired three parcels of property totaling 14.7 acres adjacent to the Rehoboth 

Public Safety Building.   The source of funds approved for the purchase of the property was the Solar 

Revenue Fund. Using these funds avoids any tax increase related to this acquisition. A yearly 

appropriation of funds from the Solar Revenue Fund is required before the payment can be made. This 

is payment 1 of 4 

 

 

ARTICLE 3:  $150,000 CPC FUNDS FOR PURCHASE OF 48 DANFORTH STREET  

SUBMITTED BY:  COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $125,000.00 from the Open Space Reserves 

and/or Budgeted Reserves of the Community Preservation Act funds for the purpose of purchasing the 

property which is that certain parcel of land, as shown on Assessor’s Map 44, Lot 29, consisting of 

approximately 50.61 +/- acres, more or less, (Book 5167 Page 218; Book 16780, Page 185; and Book 
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24478/Page 28) known as 48 Danforth Street, Town of Rehoboth, Bristol County, Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, from Constance R. Pemmerl, and up to $25,000 in related administrative, engineering 

and filing costs associated with the purchase of said property and the Conservation Restriction required 

on the property; and to authorize the Selectmen to convey or accept any necessary restrictions for such 

property. 

___Approve ___Disapprove                                     CPC Recommends:  Approval 

 

Comments: This land became available for the Town to purchase when it was removed from the 61-B 

Recreation tax classification. During a duly posted meeting of the Board of Selectmen and after a 

Public Hearing, the Board of Selectmen voted to exercise the Town’s Right of First Refusal and 

acquire the property on behalf of the Town. This land is contiguous to other land already owned by the 

Town, and possesses significant environmental and conservation benefits. CPC funds will be used to 

acquire the property so there will be no tax increase related to this land acquisition. 

 

ARTICLE 4:  PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS 

SUBMITTED BY: COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE / TOWN CLERK 

To see if the Town will vote to approve the sum of $21,000.00, and costs associated with the Archive 

Microfilm Conversion/Preservation project, from the Historic Preservation Reserve of the Community 

Preservation Act (CPA) fund for the preservation and restoration of historical Town documents or to 

take any other action relative thereto. 

 

_____ Approved   _____Disapproved                              CPC Recommends:  Approval 

      Historical Commission Recommendation: Approval       
 

Comments:  The Town currently has 256 rolls of Microfilm (approximately 423,500 images) dating 

back to the 1600’s.  The archived, historical microfilm is currently inaccessible to Town employees 

and public due to the lack of functioning film viewers or printers and the microfilm is quickly 

deteriorating in quality.  We recently noticed a faint vinegar smell that is starting to emit from the 

microfilm boxes/tins.  In researching the vinegar odor, we learned the vinegar smell is from 

deteriorating microfilm.  Also known as Redox Blemishing or Vinegar Syndrome, this problem 

spreads fast, almost like cancer for microfilm.  Nitrate and Acetate microfilm has a life expectancy of 

100 years and our film is quickly approaching that timeframe.  Scanning and saving the current 

microfilm images in a .TIFF and .PDF format will not only capture those film images for future 

generations but the records will also be able to be viewed and printed today; a benefit to all.  

 

ARTICLE 5:  AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER E ZONING BYLAW MARIJUANA 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

SUBMITTED BY:  BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Rehoboth Zoning Bylaws by making the following 

changes to Article 10.0, by deleting the text shown with a strikethrough, and inserting the text shown 

in italics: to allow, by special permit: marijuana cultivators, independent testing laboratories, 

marijuana product manufacturers, marijuana retailers and medical marijuana facilities in the Highway 

Business Overlay District and the Industrial District; or take any other action relative thereto, as 

follows: 
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ARTICLE 10.0 MARIJUANA USES ESTABLISHMENTS  

10.1 GENERAL PROVISIONS  

10.1.1 Special Permit. A Special Permit shall be required for the establishment of a Marijuana 

Establishment or a Medical Marijuana Facility. For the purposes of this Section, the Special Permit 

Granting Authority (SPGA) shall be the Planning Board.  

10.1.2 CCC License. All permitted Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana Facilities shall 

have a provisional license from the Cannabis Control Commission (“CCC”), established by G.L. c. 10, 

§ 76, and shall comply with all applicable state and local public health regulations and all other 

applicable state and local laws, rules and regulations at all times. No Building Permit or Certificate of 

Occupancy shall be issued for a Marijuana Establishment or a Medical Marijuana Facility that has not 

received a provisional license from the CCC.  

10.1.3 Cessation of Operation. The Special Permit shall be valid only for the Applicant and shall 

become invalid if the Applicant ceases operating the licensed Marijuana Establishment or Medical 

Marijuana Facility.  

10.1.4 Loss of CCC License; Failure to Obtain Final License. The Special Permit shall become 

invalid if a Final License is not issued by the CCC or upon the expiration or termination of the 

Marijuana Establishment’s or the Medical Marijuana Facility’s CCC license.  

10.1.5 Parking and Loading. Parking and loading for a Marijuana Establishment or a Medical 

Marijuana Facility shall be in accordance with Articles 6.3 and 6.4. Off Street Parking and Loading of 

Rehoboth’s Zoning By-Law. However, the SPGA may require a greater number of parking spaces 

and/or loading bays if it finds, based on the application materials submitted to the SPGA regarding 

operation of the Marijuana Establishment or the Medical Marijuana Facility, that the minimum 

requirements are not sufficient.  

10.1.6 Signs. All signage shall conform to the requirements of 6.5. Signs of Rehoboth’s Zoning By-

Law, and the SPGA may impose additional restrictions on signage as appropriate for the site, provided 

such regulations and restrictions do not conflict with state law or any CCC regulation.  

10.1.7 Enclosed Building. All Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana Facilities shall 

operate within a fully enclosed building. All Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana 

Facilities shall operate within a “stand-alone” or detached building and shall not be co-located in a 

building with other uses.  

10.2 LOCATION  

10.2.1 Overlay. Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana Facilities may be located in the 

Highway Business Overlay District and the Industrial District.  

10.2.2 Proximity to other Uses. No Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility may be 

located within 500 feet of the following:  

1. A public or private school;  

2. Daycare center; or  

3. Any facility in which minors commonly congregate (e.g. library, playground, etc.).  
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10.2.3 Measurement. The distance under this section is measured in a straight line from the nearest 

point of the property line of the protected uses identified in Section 10.2.2 above to the nearest point of 

the property line of the proposed Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility.  

10.3 APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIREMENTS:  

10.3.1 Application Procedures. The application for a Special Permit for a Marijuana Establishment or 

Medical Marijuana Facility shall be filed with the Planning Board and with the Town Clerk in 

accordance with G.L. c. 40A § 9. The application shall be signed by a duly authorized officer of the 

Applicant.  

10.3.2 Fees. The Special Permit Fee shall be established by the Special permit Granting Authority.  

10.3.3 Required Documents. The Applicant shall provide the SPGA with 15 copies of the application 

and the required fees. All plans and maps shall be prepared, stamped, and signed by a professional 

engineer or architect licensed to practice in Massachusetts. An application to the SPGA shall include, 

at a minimum, the following information:  

i. The Applicant’s name, address, telephone number, and email address;  

ii. Evidence that the Applicant has site control and the right to use the site for a facility in the form of a 

deed or valid purchase and sale agreement, or, in the case of a lease, a notarized statement from the 

property owner and a copy of the lease agreement;  

iii. A certified copy of the Provisional License issued by the CCC to the Applicant, along with copies 

of all other materials issued by the CCC to the Applicant, except for those materials that are deemed by 

the CCC to be confidential and therefore subject to the public records exemption;  

iv. A notarized statement signed by the organization’s Chief Executive Officer and corporate attorney 

disclosing all of its designated representatives, including officers and directors, shareholders, partners, 

members, managers, directors, officers, or other similarly-situated individuals and entities and their 

addresses. If any of the above are entities rather than persons, the Applicant must disclose the identity 

of all individual persons associated with the entity as set forth above;  

v. A narrative providing information about the type and scale of all activities that will take place on the 

proposed site, including but not limited to, cultivating and processing of marijuana or marijuana 

products as defined in G.L. c. 94G, § 1, on-site sales, distribution of educational materials, and other 

programs or activities;  

vi. A map depicting all properties and land uses within a one thousand-foot (1,000’) radius (minimum) 

of the project site, whether such uses are located in Rehoboth or within surrounding communities, 

including, but not limited to, all educational uses, daycare, preschool and afterschool programs, 

playgrounds, libraries, public parks, houses of worship, and housing facilities owned by a public 

housing authority;  

vii. A plan or plans depicting all proposed development on the property, including the dimensions of 

the building, the layout of parking, the location of pedestrian and vehicular points of access and egress, 

the location and design of all loading, refuse and service facilities, the location, type, and direction of 

all outdoor lighting on the site, and any landscape design;  
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viii. A plan showing all exterior proposed security measures for the premises, including lighting, 

fencing, gates and alarms, etc., which seek to ensure the safety of employees and patrons and to protect 

the premises from theft or other criminal activity;  

ix. A plan or plans showing any proposed stormwater management system, which plan(s) shall meet 

the submission requirements of Rehoboth’s Stormwater Management Rules and Regulations;  

x. Architectural drawings of all exterior building facades and all proposed signage, specifying 

materials and colors to be used. Perspective drawings and illustrations of the site from public ways and 

abutting properties is required;  

xi. A written Security Plan, to be submitted to the SPGA and the Rehoboth Police Department, 

including all security measures for the site and for transportation of marijuana and marijuana products 

to and from off-site premises.  

xii. Traffic Impact Report;  

xiii. A description of waivers, if any, from the CCC Regulations issued for the Marijuana 

Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility.  

10.3.4 Department, Commission and Board Review. Within five business days of the receipt of the 

application, the SPGA shall refer copies of the application to the Building Commissioner, the 

Conservation Commission, the Board of Health, the Fire Department, and the Police Department. 

These boards/departments shall review the application and shall submit their written recommendations. 

Failure to make recommendations within 30 days of referral of the application shall be deemed lack of 

opposition.  

10.3.5 Decision. After notice and public hearing and consideration of application materials, public 

comments, and the recommendations of other Town boards and departments, the SPGA shall act upon 

the application.  

10.3.6 Decision Criteria. The SPGA shall issue a special permit for a Marijuana Establishment or 

Medical Marijuana Facility only if it finds that the Applicant has submitted sufficient information 

from which it can conclude that:  

1. The Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility has received a provisional license from 

the CCC as required and complies with all applicable state and local laws, regulations, and 

requirements, including, but not limited to, health and safety regulations, and construction and 

environmental requirements;  

2. The building and site have been designed to be reasonably compatible with other buildings in the 

area;  

3. The siting of the Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility will be accomplished so as 

to minimize any adverse impacts on abutters and other parties in interest, as defined in G.L. c. 40A, § 

11.  

4. The Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility will create no substantial harm to the 

established or future character of the neighborhood or town.  

5. With due consideration to aesthetics, the Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility is 

designed to ensure convenient, safe and secure access as follows:  
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1. personal safety of those working at or utilizing the facility;  

2. personal safety for clients and invitees; and  

3. loading and service areas are designed to be secure;  

4. protection of the premises from theft.  

6. The Applicant has not provided materially false documents or testimony.  

7. The Applicant has satisfied all of the conditions and requirements of Rehoboth’s Zoning By-Law.  

10.3.7 Special Permit Conditions. The SPGA shall impose conditions reasonably appropriate to 

improve siting, design, placement, traffic flow, and public safety; protect water quality, air quality, and 

significant environmental resources; preserve the character of the surrounding area; and otherwise 

serve the purpose of this By-Law. In addition to any specific conditions applicable to the Marijuana 

Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility, the SPGA shall include the following conditions in any 

special permit granted under this By-Law:  

i. The Special Permit shall prohibit the off-site or home delivery of marijuana products, as defined in 

G.L. c. 94G, to consumers, medical marijuana delivery shall be in accordance with state law and 

governing regulations;  

ii. The permit holder shall file a copy of any Incident Report required under the CCC Regulations with 

the Board of Selectmen, with copies to the Zoning Enforcement Officer and the SPGA, within 24 

hours of creation by the Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility. Such reports may be 

redacted as necessary to comply with any and all applicable laws and regulations;  

iii. The permit holder shall file a copy of any summary cease and desist order, cease and desist order, 

quarantine order, summary suspension order, order limiting sales, notice of a hearing, or final action 

issued by the CCC or the Division of Administrative Law Appeals, as applicable, regarding the 

Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility with the Board of Selectmen, with copies to 

the Zoning Enforcement Officer and the SPGA, within 48 hours of receipt by the Marijuana 

Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility;  

iv. The permit holder shall provide to the Board of Selectmen, the Zoning Enforcement Officer, the 

SPGA, the Police Chief, and the Fire Chief the name, telephone number and email address of a contact 

person in the event that such person needs to be contacted after regular business hours to address an 

urgent issue. Such contact information shall be kept updated by the permit holder;  

v. The Special Permit shall be limited to the current applicant and shall become invalid if the permit 

holder ceases operating the Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility;  

vi. The special permit shall become invalid if the CCC refuses to issue a final license or upon the 

expiration or termination of the applicant’s CCC license;  

vii. The permit holder shall notify the Board of Selectmen in writing, with copies to the Zoning 

Enforcement Officer, the Police Department, and SPGA, within 48 hours of the cessation of operation 

of the Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility, notice from the CCC of a denial of a 

final license, or the expiration or termination of the permit holder’s CCC license;  
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viii. In the event that the CCC revokes, fails or refuses to issue a license to the Marijuana 

Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility, a Special Permit issued by the Town for the Marijuana 

Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility shall be deemed null and void;  

10.4 Prohibition against Nuisances. The Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Facility 

shall not create a nuisance to abutters or to the surrounding area, or create any hazard, including, but 

not limited to, fire, explosion, fumes, gas, smoke, odors, obnoxious dust, vapors, offensive noise or 

vibration, flashes, glare, objectionable effluent, or electrical interference, which may impair the normal 

use and peaceful enjoyment of any property, structure or dwelling in the area.  

10.5 Conflicts with State Law and Regulations. If any provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause of 

this By-Law shall be determined to be in conflict with applicable State Law or Regulations, the 

provisions of said State Law or Regulations shall prevail.  

10.6 Definition of terms used in this section. Where not expressly defined in the Rehoboth Zoning 

Bylaw, terms used in this section shall be interpreted as defined in The Regulation and Taxation Of 

Marijuana Act, as amended, and as codified in G.L. c.94G, and the CCC Regulations promulgated 

thereunder, 935 CMR 500.000, et seq., as the same may be amended from time-to-time, and otherwise 

by their plain language.  

10.7 Severability. The provisions of this By-Law are severable. If any provision, paragraph, sentence, 

or clause of this By-Law or the application thereof to any person, establishment, or circumstances shall 

be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or application of this By-Law.” 

And further to amend Article 4.0, Section 4.3 to eliminate Medical Marijuana Facilities as a use 

allowed by right 

By deleting 

“Medical Marijuana Facilities” 

And further to amend Article 4.0, Sections 4.1.1 and 4.2.1 to expressly prohibit Marijuana 

Establishments in Residence/Agricultural District and Business District 

 By adding 

“Marijuana Establishments” 

 

____Approved ___Disapproved          Board of Selectmen Recommendation: Approval 

                                                                                Planning Board Recommendation: Approval 
    

 Comments: The purpose of this amendment is to align the bylaw passed upon the legalization of 

medical marijuana and the bylaw passed after the Commonwealth legalized recreational marijuana. Per 

the formula established by the Commonwealth, Rehoboth may license only one marijuana 

establishment. The present bylaws would make it impossible for one establishment to serve both 

medical and recreational clients. This unintended consequence could be the basis of a lawsuit asserting 

the Town is utilizing discriminatory zoning to circumvent the law.   
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ARTICLE 6:  OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB) 

SUBMITTED BY:  TREASUER 

To see if the Town will vote to accept Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 32B, Section20 for the 

purpose of establishing an irrevocable Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund, for the 

purpose of holding funds for the long-term unfunded liability of the retiree health and life insurance 

costs, or take any action relative thereto. 

___Approve ___Disapprove  Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

 

Comments:  The Commonwealth has mandated every municipality establish an OPEB Trust Fund to 

begin depositing funds to offset the current unfunded liability of retiree benefits. The Commonwealth 

further mandates municipalities must fully fund the projected liability by FY2028. 

 

ARTICLE 7: $50,000 TO FUND OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB)    

SUBMITTED BY: TREASURER  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds the sum of 

$50,000 to fund the OPEB Trust Fund, or take any other action thereto.  

___Approve ___Disapprove  Finance Committee Recommends: Approval 

                                                                                                     Source of Funds:  Free Cash 

 

Comments:  This amount represents the first deposit towards fully funding the Town’s liability for 

retiree benefits. 

 

ARTICLE 8: GENERAL BYLAWS AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER A – AUTHORIZED 

REVOLVING ACCOUNTS 
SUBMITTED BY:  PARK COMMISSION 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Park Commission Revolving account “Revenue Source” to 

include “Town Appropriations” and to transfer the sum of $17,313.50 from the Park Commission Nike 

Park Special Revenue Account to the Park Commission Revolving Account, or take any other action 

thereto. 
  

FUND REVENUE SOURCE AUTHORITY 

TO SPEND 

FUNDS 

USE OF FUNDS FISCAL 

YEARS 

Park 

Commission 

Registration Fees, Ticket Sales, 

Donations, Program Receipts, Town 
Appropriations 

Park Commission 
To be used in connection with 

maintaining recreational and park lands 
and services 

Fiscal Year 2019 and 

subsequent years 

 

___Approve ___Disapprove  Park Commission Recommends:  Approval 

 

Comments: At the April 10, 2006 Annual Town Meeting an appropriation of $40,000 was approved 

for the Park Commission to complete site improvements; including the grading, loaming, and seeding 

of Nike Park. The work was completed and the remaining balance held in the Nike Park Special 

Revenue Account. Approval of this article would allow the remaining funds to be transferred into the 

Park Commission Revolving Fund for future use by the Park Commission. 

 

ARTICLE 9:  GENERAL BYLAWS AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER A – AUTHORIZED 

REVOLVING ACCOUNTS 

SUBMITTED BY:  TOWN EVENTS COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to amend CHAPTER A TOWN MEETINGS, OFFICERS, 

COMMITTEES AND ELECTIONS ARTICLE III – TOWN OFFICIALS - ELECTED, Section 2. 

Powers and Duties of Elected Officials, D. Duties of the Town Treasurer of the General By-laws of the 
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Town by adding a new revolving fund to section “E. Authorized Revolving Funds”  for use by the 

Town Events Committee under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, § 53E½ as follows: 
 

FUND REVENUE SOURCE AUTHORITY TO 
SPEND FUNDS 

USE OF FUNDS FISCAL YEARS 

Town Events 
Committee 

Registration Fees, Ticket Sales, 
Donations, Program Receipts, 
Town Appropriations 

Town Events Committee 
To be used in connection with 
providing events on behalf of and for 
the benefit of the public 

Fiscal Year 2019 and 
subsequent years 

 

___Approve ___Disapprove  Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

 

Comments: Approval of this article will allow the Town Events Committee to create a revolving fund 

to deposit revenue and pay expenses related to events conducted for the benefit and enjoyment of the 

public.   

 

ARTICLE 10:  AUTHORIZE TOWN EVENTS COMMITTEE EXPENDITURE FOR 

REVOLVING ACCOUNT 

SUBMITTED BY:  TOWN EVENTS COMMITTEE  

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the total expenditures for the following Town Events 

Committee revolving fund pursuant to G.L. Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ for the fiscal year beginning 

July 1, 2019 to be expended in accordance with section D9 Revolving Funds bylaw as outlined in 

Article 7: 
 

FUND Approved Total Expenditures 

Town Events Committee $50,000 

, or take any other action relative thereto.  

___Approve ___Disapprove  Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

 

Comments: Approval of this article will establish the revolving fund dollar amount the Town Events 

Committee is allowed to expend from this account in any given fiscal year. 

 

ARTICLE 11:  AUTHORIZATION TO PAY BILLS OF A PRIOR FISCAL YEAR 

SUBMITTED BY:  BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the paying of bills of a prior fiscal year. 

Vendor Name Account Number Purpose Amount 

Brian Clark 012433-51131 Inspector Fees - Plumbing $105.00 

Brian Clark 012433-51132 Inspector Fees - Gas $ 70.00 

Brian Clark 012433-57110 Mileage $ 21.26 

Challenge Electronics 012203-52420 Paid incorrect invoice amount $ 45.00 

 

____Approved ___Disapproved Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

                                                                                                     Source of Funds:  Free Cash 

 

Comments:  (1) The plumbing / gas inspector submitted inspection fees after the FY18 cutoff date 

totaling $196.26. (2) An administrative error resulted in the incorrect amount being paid to Challenge 

Electronics by $45.00 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS    

Town of Rehoboth 

Bristol, ss 

 

To any of the Constables of the Town of Rehoboth 

 

Greetings: 

 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are required to notify and warn the 

inhabitants of the Town aforesaid who are qualified to vote in Elections and Town Affairs, therein, to 

meet in the Dighton Rehoboth Regional High School, on Monday, May 13, 2019, at 7:30 p.m. to act on 

the following Annual Town Meeting articles: 

 

ARTICLE 1:  ANNUAL TOWN SURPLUS EQUIPMENT AUCTION AUTHORIZATION 

SUBMITTED BY:  BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the disposal of surplus Town equipment from any Town 

department by bid or auction pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 30B, or by donation or 

other disposition pursuant to applicable law, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

___Approved ___Disapproved  Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

 

Comments:  It is the custom of the Town to dispose of surplus equipment and vehicles that have been 

deemed unusable at least once a year.  This article, if approved, would authorize the Board of 

Selectmen to create a list of “surplus property” and allow the Board to dispose of items in a manner 

consistent with the language in the Article. 

 
ARTICLE 2:  FISCAL YEAR 2020 TOWN BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – ACCEPTANCE OF REPORT  

SUBMITTED BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to receive the Report of the Finance Committee, and to raise and 

appropriate or transfer from available funds the sum of $10,220,050 to defray the expenses of Town 

government for the ensuing fiscal year and to make all appropriations therefore, or take any other 

action relative thereto. 
 

___Approved   ___Disapproved             Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

                                    Source of Funds:  Raise & Appropriate

  

Comments:  The Finance Committee has prepared a line-item budget which defrays the cost of Town-

related operations, such as public safety, inspection services, social services and cultural/recreation 

programs. This year’s budget represents an increase of $433,313; a 4.4% increase over FY 19. Based 

upon the projected revenues available to the Town, the Finance Committee recommends an 

appropriation of $10,220,050.   

Please see Selectmen’s letter in the beginning of the Warrant for budget highlights. Please refer 

to Appendix A for line-item detail. 
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ARTICLE 3:    FISCAL YEAR 2020 DIGHTON REHOBOTH REGIONAL SCHOOL 

DISTRICT BUDGET AND ASSESSMENT 

SUBMITTED BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds, no more than the 

sum of $18,970,859 as recommended by the Finance Committee, to defray the costs and expenses of 

the Dighton Rehoboth Regional School District for the ensuing fiscal year, with said limitation 

imposed due to the fact that any increase of such sum would result in appropriations beyond the levy 

limit, resulting in the requirement to make drastic cuts in services to other municipal departments, 

including but not limited to public safety, public works, library services and general government, 

unless any increase in such sum is contingent on an override under the provisions of Proposition 2 1/2, 

so called; or to take any other action relative thereto. 
  

____Approved ___Disapproved                   Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

                                                                                                       Source of Funds:  Raise & Appropriate 

   

Comments:  The total Regional School District Assessment to Rehoboth for FY20 is $19,779,701 and 

represents an increase $1,820,910; a 10.1% increase over last year.  

Please refer to Appendix B for line-item details. 
 

ARTICLE 4:  FISCAL YEAR 2020 BRISTOL PLYMOUTH REGIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH  

SCHOOL BUDGET 

SUBMITTED BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds, the sum of 

$512,522 as recommended by the Finance Committee, to defray the costs and expenses of the Bristol 

Plymouth Regional Technical School District for the ensuing fiscal year; or to take any other action 

relative thereto. 
 

____Approved ___Disapproved  Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

                                    Source of Funds:  Raise & Appropriate 

 

Comments:  The total FY 20 Bristol Plymouth Regional Technical High School Assessment is 

$512,522 and represents an increase of $25,367; a 5.2% increase over last year. 

Please refer to Appendix C for line-item detail. Voted 1/23/19 

 

ARTICLE 5:  FISCAL YEAR 2020 BRISTOL COUNTY AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL 

SUBMITTED BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds, the sum of 

$81,095 as recommended by the Finance Committee, to defray the costs and expenses of the Bristol 

County Agricultural High School for the ensuing fiscal year; or to take any other action relative 

thereto. 
  

____Approved ___Disapproved  Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval 

                                  Source of Funds:  Raise & Appropriate 

 

Comments:  The Bristol County Agricultural High School assesses the Town of Rehoboth an annual 

tuition based upon the actual number of students who choose to enroll that year. The appropriation 

requested herein is based upon an estimated number of Rehoboth students expected to enroll in FY20. 

Currently (FY19) we have 35 students enrolled at a per student tuition cost of $2,317. The Finance 

Committee recommends an appropriation of $81,095 to fund the FY20 tuition.  

Please refer to Appendix D for line-item detail. 
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ARTICLE 6.  COMMUNITY PRESERVATION BUDGET & APPROPRIATION OF MONIES  

FROM COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUND ANNUAL REVENUES 

SUBMITTED BY:  COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee on the 

Fiscal Year 2020 Community Preservation Budget and to appropriate or reserve for later appropriation 

monies from the Community Preservation Fund Estimated Annual Revenues or available funds in the 

amount of $268,684 for the administrative expenses of the Community Preservation Committee, the 

undertaking of Community Preservation projects and all other necessary and proper expenses for the 

year, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

The Community Preservation Committee recommends that the following amounts be appropriated or 

reserved from Fiscal Year 2020 Community Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues unless 

otherwise specified, for Fiscal Year 2020 Community Preservation purposes with each item considered 

a separate appropriation: 
 

PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2020 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION BUDGET 

PURPOSE: AMOUNT: 

Appropriations:  

     Community Preservation Administrative 

Expenses 

$13,434 

Reserves:  

     Open Space $26,900 

     Historic Resources $26,900 

     Community Housing $26,900 

     Budgeted Reserves  $174,550 

Total FY 2020 Budget $268,684 
 

___Approved ___Disapproved    
 

Comments:  The $268,684 Budget is comprised of FY19 Surcharge (net of estimated 

abatements/exemptions) of $233,638, plus an estimated 15% FY2020 state match of $35,046.  The 

amount left over in the unreserved fund balance (certified by the Department of Revenue on 6/30/18 of 

$611,919 less fiscal year 2019 Special Town Meeting appropriations) is $596,919 and will be available 

for appropriation for Community Preservation projects after the fiscal year 2020 tax rate is set.    
 

ARTICLE 7: AMENDMENT TO GENERAL BYLAWS – CHAPTER A; ARTICLE 1; 

SECTION TWO: CALLING OF TOWN MEETINGS 

SUBMITTED BY: TOWN CLERK 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the language in Chapter A; Article 1; Section Two of the 

General Bylaws as follows: 

Current Language: Section 2. The Annual Town Meeting for the Election of Town Officers shall be 

held on the First Monday in April of each year and the Annual Town Meeting for the transaction of 

other business shall be held on the second Monday in May at the specific hour and location designated 

by the Board of Selectmen, and in accordance with the General Laws of Massachusetts, until every 

article and other business in the warrant has been duly considered and acted upon. 

Amended Language: Section 2. The Annual Town Meeting for the Election of Town Officers shall be 

held on the First Tuesday in April of each year and the Annual Town Meeting for the transaction of 

other business shall be held on the second Tuesday in May at the specific hour and location designated 

by the Board of Selectmen, and in accordance with the General Laws of Massachusetts, until every 

article and other business in the warrant has been duly considered and acted upon. 
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____Approved ___Disapproved         Board of Selectmen Recommendation: Approval   
 

Comments: Holding Local Elections and Town Meetings on Tuesday will align with State and Federal 

Elections. Many think local elections are held on Tuesday.  

 

ARTICLE 8.  AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER E ZONING BYLAW ARTICLE 2.0 

DEFINITIONS 

Submitted by:  BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter E Zoning Bylaw Article 2.0 Definitions by adding 

the following after “Membership Club” and before “Mobile Home”, the following: 

Microbrewery: A facility where malt or brewed beverages are produced on the premises and then sold 

on-site or sold and distributed for off premises consumption.  The facility must be licensed by the 

Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverage Commission and may be issued a license by the Town of 

Rehoboth, as may be necessary.  The facility will be limited in production to a maximum of 65,000 

gallons per year.  The facility’s production may be sold directly to the consumer on-site, within a retail 

shop, bar, tasting room, tap-room or other similar facility. 

Microdistillery: A facility where distilled beverages are produced on the premises and then sold on-

site or sold and distributed for off premises consumption.  The facility must be licensed by the 

Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverage Commission and may be issued a license by the Town of 

Rehoboth, as may be necessary.  The facility will be limited in production to a maximum of 10,000 

gallons per year.  The facility’s production may be sold directly to the consumer on-site, within a retail 

shop, bar, tasting room or other similar facility.  

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

___Approved     ___Disapproved Board of Selectmen Recommendation: Approval 

                                                                              Planning Board Recommendation: Approval  

 

Comments:  A similar Article was introduced and passed at the October 29, 2018 Special Town 

Meeting; however the Office of the Attorney General determined a procedural error related to the 

Public Hearing required the Article to be resubmitted for consideration. 

 
ARTICLE 9. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER E ZONING BYLAW ARTICLE 4.0 USE 

REGULATIONS 

SUBMITTED BY: BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter E Zoning Bylaw Article 4.0 Use Regulations – Section 

4.2 Business District – Use Regulations by adding the following after “Laundries” and before “Motor 

Vehicle repair or body shop”, the following: 

  Microbrewery  

Microdistillery 

___Approved     ___Disapproved Board of Selectmen Recommendation: Approval  

                                                                        Planning Board Recommendation:      

Comments: A similar Article was introduced and passed at the October 29, 2018 Special Town 

Meeting; however the Office of the Attorney General determined a procedural error related to the 

Public Hearing required the Article to be resubmitted for consideration. 
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ARTICLE 10. CHAPTER “O” – STRETCH ENERGY CODE  

SUBMITTED BY: GREEN ENERGY COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to enact Chapter [O] of the Town of Rehoboth General Bylaws, entitled 

“Stretch Energy Code,” for the purpose of regulating the design and construction of buildings for the 

effective use of energy, pursuant to Appendix 115.AA of the Massachusetts Building Code, 780 CMR, 

the Stretch Energy Code, including future editions, amendments or modifications thereto, with an 

effective date of January 1, 2020, a copy of which is on file with the Town Clerk, or take any other 

action relative thereto. 

Chapter [O] 

Stretch Energy Code 

 

§ - 1 – Definitions 

§ - 2 - Purpose 

§ - 3 – Applicability 

§ - 4 -  Stretch Code 

 

§ - 1 – Definitions 

 

International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) – The International Energy Conservation Code 

(IECC) is a building energy code created by the International Code Council. It is a model code adopted 

by many state and municipal governments in the United States for the establishment of minimum 

design and construction requirements for energy efficiency, and is updated on a three-year cycle. The 

baseline energy conservation requirements of the MA State Building Code are the IECC with 

Massachusetts amendments, as approved by the Board of Building Regulations and Standards. 

 

Stretch Energy Code  - Codified by the Board of Building Regulations and Standards as 780 CMR 

Appendix 115.AA of the Massachusetts Building Code, the Stretch Energy Code is an appendix to the 

Massachusetts Building Code, based on further amendments to the International Energy Conservation 

Code (IECC) to improve the energy efficiency of buildings built to this code.  

 

§ - 2 – Purpose 

 

The purpose of 780 CMR 115.AA is to provide a more energy efficient alternative to the Base Energy 

Code applicable to the relevant sections of the building code for new buildings. 

 

§ - 3 – Applicability 

 

This code applies to residential and commercial buildings. Buildings not included in this scope shall 

comply with 780 CMR 115.AA, as indicated. 

 

§ - 4 – Stretch Code 

 

The Stretch Code, as codified by the Board of Building Regulations and Standards as 780 CMR 

Appendix 115.AA, including any future editions, amendments or modifications, is herein incorporated 

by reference into the Town of Rehoboth General Bylaws, Chapter [O]. The Stretch Code is enforceable 

by the Inspector of Buildings or Building Commissioner and effective as of January 1, 2020. 

____Approved   ___Disapproved Board of Selectmen Recommendation: Approval 
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Comments:  The Stretch Code replaces the Base Code for the construction of homes and commercial 

structures in Massachusetts. It serves to promote increased energy efficiency in new construction; its 

passage has no effect on existing structures, including renovation projects. The Stretch Code has been 

adopted in three-quarters of the cities and towns in the Commonwealth. Its adoption would enable the 

Town of Rehoboth to apply for participation in the Green Communities program that brings funding to 

improve the energy efficiency (and reduce the operating costs) of a town’s facilities. 
 

ARTICLE 11. STREET ACCEPTANCES  

SUBMITTED BY: BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to accept as Town public ways the following roadways: 

Linden Lane:  as laid out by vote of the Board of Selectmen on April 29, 2019, and as shown on 

Assessors’ Map 19, a copy of which was filed with the Town Clerk not later than seven days prior to 

this vote, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept or take by eminent domain deeds or 

easements to use such public way for all purposes for which public ways are used in the Town of 

Rehoboth and further to acquire related drainage, utility and other related easements, as may be 

necessary. 

Willow Way:  as laid out by vote of the Board of Selectmen on April 29, 2019, and as shown on 

Assessors’ Map 19, a copy of which was filed with the Town Clerk not later than seven days prior to 

this vote, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept or take by eminent domain deeds or 

easements to use such public way for all purposes for which public ways are used in the Town of 

Rehoboth and further to acquire related drainage, utility and other related easements, as may be 

necessary. 

Primrose Lane:  as laid out by vote of the Board of Selectmen on April 29, 2019, and as shown on 

Assessors’ Map 19, a copy of which was filed with the Town Clerk not later than seven days prior to 

this vote, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept or take by eminent domain deeds or 

easements to use such public way for all purposes for which public ways are used in the Town of 

Rehoboth and further to acquire related drainage, utility and other related easements, as may be 

necessary. 

and to authorize the appropriation of $1,500 to pay for title and other expenses that may arise, or to 

take any other action relative thereto. 

 

____Approved ___Disapproved        Board of Selectmen Recommendation: Approval 

                                                                              Planning Board Recommendation: Approval 

        Finance Committee Source of Funds: Free Cash 

    

Comments:  The Planning Board has reviewed the ‘as built’ plans of the subject roadways and 

deemed they were constructed in accordance with the Town’s standards. The Board of Selectmen held 

a Public Hearing on April 29 and voted to accept the subject roadways. The Highway Superintendent 

verified the streets were swept and the storm drains cleaned prior to Town Meeting. 

 

ARTICLE 12: AMENDMENT TO GENERAL BYLAWS – CHAPTER J; ARTICLE II – 

UTLITY INSTALLATIONS IN THE ROADWAYS 

SUBMITTED BY: BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Rehoboth General Bylaws, by replacing, in its 

entirety, Chapter J, Access to Roadways, Article II, Utility Installation in the Roadways, with the 

following: 

ARTICLE II - STREET OPENING AND TRENCH PERMITS REQUIRED.  

Section 1.  No person or utility shall make any excavation, modify, or fill any excavation within the 

full layout or limits of any public way or right of way without first obtaining a Street Opening Permit 

to do so from the Board of Selectmen. Any excavation within the Town's streets, sidewalks, or within 
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the layout of the public right of way shall only be permitted in accordance with the Town of Rehoboth 

Street Opening Regulations, as may be amended from time to time by the Board of Selectmen. The 

granting of such permit shall require all such activities to conform to the Town of Rehoboth, Street 

Opening Regulations, as existing at the time of application; within a reasonable time after completion, 

utilities fully shall restore streets to the same condition that the streets were in prior to being opened. 

Section 2.  No person shall place or locate any temporary obstruction within any Public Right of Way 

without first obtaining a Street Opening Permit to do so from the Board of Selectmen. Any obstruction 

within the Town's streets, sidewalks, or other public Right of Way shall only be permitted in 

accordance with the Town of Rehoboth Street Opening Regulations. An obstruction shall include, but 

not be limited to, dumpsters, unregistered vehicles or machinery (such as construction machines and 

equipment), construction materials, or other such object or objects which are not specifically permitted 

under state or local regulations and which may, in the opinion of the Board of Selectmen pose a 

potential hazard to the general public. 

Section 3.  A Street Opening Permit is required from the Board of Selectmen in accordance with the 

Town of Rehoboth Street Opening Regulations for the following activities: 

1. Repairing or replacing any sidewalk or walkway in the public right of way; 

2. Resurfacing, widening, or closing in an existing driveway within the public way; 

3. Installing a new driveway. 

Section 4.  No person or utility shall engage in the excavation of trenches in the Town's streets, 

sidewalks, or within the layout of the public right of way without a permit from the Board of 

Selectmen. The granting of such permit shall require all such activities to conform to M.G.L. c. 82A, 

M.G.L. c. 82, §§ 40 through 40D, inclusive, and regulations promulgated by the office of public safety 

and inspections of the division of professional licensure relative to chapter 146.  The person or utility 

shall notify the Board of Selectmen of the exact location of the trench. A person making application for 

a trench excavation permit shall produce a certificate of insurance with general liability coverage 

subject to statutory limits. No additional fee shall be charged if said permit is requested in connection 

with an excavation permit.   

Section 5.  In granting any permit hereunder, the Board of Selectmen shall take into consideration all 

information obtained in the public hearing and establishing such conditions as may be necessary to 

ensure public safety and road standards of the Highway Department are maintained. The Board of 

Selectmen shall render a decision on the issuance of a permit, with all terms and conditions contained 

therein, within thirty days of the closing of the public hearing. 

 

____Approved ___Disapproved     
 

Comments:  
The present bylaw is out of date and conflicts with Massachusetts General Law. The replacement 

language provides the necessary safeguards to the Town while being consistent with M.G.L. 
 

ARTICLE 13:  AUTHORIZE REVOLVING ACCOUNTS 

SUBMITTED BY:  BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the total expenditures for the following revolving funds 

pursuant to G.L. Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 to be expended in 

accordance with the bylaws heretofore approved. 

FUND Approved Total 

Expenditures 

Parks Commission $15,000 

Town Events Committee $50,000 

Conservation Commission $75,000 

Tree Warden $10,000 
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Palmer River Improvements and Herring Regulation $  3,500 

Agricultural Commission $  7,500 

Fire Department $50,000 

Hornbine School Association Committee $10,000 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

___Approved ___Disapproved                           Finance Committee Recommends: Approval

   

Comments: Approval of this article will re-authorize the funds to be expended by the board, 

department, etc. as outlined in the chart.  

 

ARTICLE 14:  ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD OF HEALTH TRANSFER STATION 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

SUBMITTED BY:  BOARD OF HEALTH  

To see if the Town will vote to approve the financial report for the Rehoboth Transfer Station for 

Fiscal Year 2018 as submitted by the Board of Health, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

___Approved ___Disapproved                  

Comments:  This is a standard Article which provides an update regarding on landfill activities. 

 

ARTICLE 15:  BOARD OF HEALTH TRANSFER STATION OFFSET RECEIPTS 

SUBMITTED BY:  BOARD OF HEALTH 

To see if the Town will vote to reauthorize an “offset receipts” account for the Solid Waste Handling 

Facility and Recycling Area and its operation pursuant to MGL Chapter 44 Section 53E.  Fees 

collected for the use of the Solid Waste Handling Facility and Recycling Area will be deposited in this 

fund.  The account shall be for the expenses and improvements incurred for the operation, 

maintenance, monitoring and/or compliance requirements of the Solid Waste Handling Facility and 

Recycling Area, and the Fiscal Year 2020 expenditures shall be limited to $ 131,978.00.  All 

expenditures are to be authorized by the Board of Health, or take any other action relative thereto.   
 

___Approved ___Disapproved                 Finance Committee Recommends:  Approval

   

Comments:  The operation of the Transfer Station is estimated to cost $131,978.00 in FY20 and will 

be funded by pay-as-you-throw fees.   

 

ARTICLE 16:  ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS  

SUBMITTED BY:  AMBULANCE COMMITTEE/ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY/HOUSING 

AUTHORITY 

To see if the Town will vote to receive the reports of the Rehoboth Ambulance Committee, Blanding 

Public Library and Housing Authority, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
 

___Approved ___Disapproved    
 

Comments:  This is a routine article.  Designee/representative from each board will provide an update 

on the activities since the last Annual Town Meeting.  

 

ARTICLE 17:  TRANSACT OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY LEGALLY COME BEFORE SAID 

MEETING  
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WARRANT 
 

ANNUAL MEETING  

REHOBOTH WATER DISTRICT  

May 13, 2019 
 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Town of Rehoboth 

Bristol, ss. 

 
To Any of the Constables of the Town of Rehoboth: Greetings: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required to notify and warn 

the members of the Rehoboth Water District qualified to vote in Elections and Town Affairs, 

therein, to meet in the Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School, 2700 Regional Road, North 

Dighton, MA on Monday May 13, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. to act on the following article: 

 
ARTICLE 1.  To act on any business which may legally come before the members of the 

Rehoboth Water District. 

 
And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting up attested copies in two public places in 

the Town of Rehoboth seven (7) days at least before the day fixed for the meeting. 

 
Given under our hands this 1Oth day of April in the year two thousand nineteen 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Patricia A. Vadnais 
 

 
 

Thomas Nicholson 
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